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Dear Piano Students and Parents,

The annual Conference put on by the Music Teachers National Association which I belong to is quite easily the best music teachers conference in the world.  It is the best opportunity private music teachers have to continue their education, and local seminars and state conferences cannot even begin to compete with the quality of this national conference.
I am seeking sponsorship from you to enable my attendance at the (year) MTNA National Conference, a 5-day piano conference held (dates), which will be held in (city).  Although it will require me to be away from my family for almost a week, I would be willing to spend that time learning whatever I can about piano teaching on behalf of all my students if students are willing to sponsor my trip.

The conference itself is ($390?) including the extra Saturday session.  Travel (flight and shuttles) will probably be anywhere from (price range) depending on what deals are available when I book the flight, and the hotel will probably cost between (price range).  This totals anywhere from (price range).  I teach a total of (#) students who represent a total of (#) households, which would work out to donations ranging from (price range) per household, depending on the cost of the trip.

I realize this may be too great a donation amount for some people.  Please know that I will fully appreciate whatever people choose to donate and that I will not think less of anyone who cannot afford to donate at all.  I will still do my best to go even if donations fall short of 100% sponsorship.  If it turns out donations just aren’t enough, I will refund 100% of the money to all those who donated.  Since I won’t be cashing any checks until I know I have enough money to attend the conference, I will give checks back if it turns out I can’t go.

If donations prove to be too much and I’m able to pay for the entire conference with change to spare, I will of course issue tuition credits to students in proportion to how much each person donated.  I will provide all who donate a detailed income/expenditure list when I get back, showing the cost of conference registration, plane, hotel, rental car, and shuttles, as well as an anonymous list of all donation amounts.

I would also need to take an additional no-lesson week to make this happen.  I will be away from my family for a full 5 days (120 hours, engaging in a full 40 hours of learning), and I could never do this if I had to also sacrifice an entire week of pay to do it.  This no-lesson week would still have to be a paid week.  This information-packed conference only happens once per year, so the benefit of my attendance will be far greater in magnitude than the loss of any single lesson.

Without my students, I would have no reason at all to attend one of these conferences, so my desire to attend is solely for the benefit of my students.  Teachers who attend this conference are exhausted at the end of each day, but also energized and inspired when they return to teach the next week.  Teachers also come back with a bag of free sheet music they receive from sheet music companies’ promotional efforts, and while some of the music I get may be used for my own teaching library, most of it will be passed directly on to students who are a good match for each piece of music.

While students will benefit primarily from my own betterment in music teaching, I will also give all of my students the opportunity to benefit directly from the notes I take.  I plan to take notes on / transfer notes to my computer, and within a few weeks of coming back from the conference, I will share these notes with my students via e-mail / website download / printed copy available in my studio.
Please let me know as soon as possible any intent to sponsor my attendance at the (year) conference.  

Thank you,

(signed)
